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in danger. But the chasseurs of the Old Guard, under General
Curial, came- up at the double, hurled the Austrians back
over the river, taking several hundred prisoners, General
Merfeldt himself falling, for the third time in his life, into
the hands of the French. Although the Poles had allowed
Db'litz to be taken from them, the Emperor thought it well,
in order to inspirit them, to give a marshal's baton to their
chief, Prince Poniatowsld : he did not long enjoy the honour
of bearing it.

On the other side of the Elster the Austrian general,
Gyulai, had carried the village of Lindenau after seven hours'
hard fighting. On hearing of this serious event, which en-
dangered the retreat of the greater part of his troops, the
Emperor ordered General Bertrand to attack Lindenau, and
the position was recaptured with the bayonet.

On our left Ney's impatienQe nearly brought about a great
disaster. That marshal, who was commanding the left wing
posted according to the Emperor's orders, finding that by
ten o'clock no troops were to be seen in front of him, of his
own accord sent one of his army corps under General Souham
to Wachau, where the fighting appeared to be hot. But
during this ill-judged movement Marshal Blucher, who had
been delayed, came up with the Army of Silesia, and captured
the village of Mockern. Thereupon Ney was obliged, owing
to the reduction of his force, to retire towards evening
within the walls of Leipzig, and to confine himself to
defending the suburb of Halle. In this engagement the
French lost heavily, and a bad effect was produced on those
of our men who in other parts of the field could hear the
firing in their rear. Towards eight in the evening all firing
ceased on both sides and the night was quiet.

This first day left victory undecided, but still it was in
favour of the French, since, with forces far inferior, they had
not only made headway against the Coalition, but had driven
them from some of the positions which they had occupied the
day before. On both sides preparations were made to renew
the combat next morning, but, contrary to expectation, the
17th passed without any hostile movement taking place. The
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